
Educational Report

The Web-trotter project 

Presentation:

Every year, hundreds of young students learn the basics of 
journalistic writing through educational activities that 
combine different disciplines and let them discover 
cultural and scientific events in Brest ... and elsewhere. 
For the past six years, the emphasis has been put on video 
interviews, from the shooting to online publishing on the 
internet. Web-trotters post their video reports on a mediablog, 
web 2.0 tool developed in collaboration with the city of Brest 
and with the support of the Brittany region. 

Objectives:

Promote the development of citizenship and access to autonomy among young people aged 15 
to 18, allowing them to learn new ways of information dissemination in a position of actors, 
not consumers. 
We have found that this project may include annual educational goals of different disciplines, 
while providing a human, scientific, cultural, linguistic and technological openness to students 
who are normally not appealed to by school institutions  (because of their curriculum which is 
either technological or vocational, not "literary" or "scientific"). This kind of project may 
change them but definitely makes them more  motivated ! 

Classes involved: 

Junior and senior year in science + European section + art or music at KERICHEN High 
School) + a few volunteers (55 students + 2 supervisors)
Junior year in vocational business studies at Jules LESVEN High School (35 students + 2 
supervisors)  
Sophomore year  in scientific methods and practices at  VAUBAN High School + Vocational 
senior year in electronics + undergraduate students in electronic systems  (65 students + 7 
supervisors) 

During the school year 2010-11, the project involved 160 students from Kérichen school 
campus.
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Major events covered :

• The 14th Science and Ethics Talks of 
Brest at Océanopolis (70 students) – 
October 2010 

• The 25th European Brest Short Film 
Festival (90 students) - November 
2010 

• Setting up a Web-TV between Brest, 
Naples and Sorrente on the theme 
“History and Civilization “in 
partnership with Caccioppoli high 
school in Naples and S. Paolo High 
school in Sorrente:

•  20 French sophomore high school students were involved as part of individualized 
tutoring. 

‘Sciences Métisses’ Festival at Océanopolis, Brest from 15 to 17 April 2011. 

Reports on world music at the « Carène » (music hall) throughout the year. 

Taking part in the citizen and reporter contest organized by Rennes’s Board of Education. 

Some figures (June 2011): 

In 2000: 60 students / in 2010: 200 students 
• 920 articles published since October 2003 
• more than 440 media reports published on the mediablog since 2005 
• Most read article: 22400 readings: 

http://phares.acrennes.fr/trotteurs2/article.php?sid=118   

November 2010: 
High school web-trotters receive the "golden sceptre of sustainable 
development. School Category" for the work of a sophomore class from 
Kerichen high school in 2009-2010 on the theme "Young Reporters of 
marine biodiversity" 

May 2011: 
Setting up of a French-Italian Web-TV with the collaboration of Vauban 
high school (Brest),  Caccioppoli High School (Naples) and San Paolo high School 
(Sorrento). 
A total of 31 short video reports are posted on the web trotters’ mediablog. 

Juin 2011: June 2011: 
The high School web-trotters receive from the hands of the Rector of the board of Education 
of Rennes the Varennes Foundation award in the contest "Citizen & Reporter” for their 
video report on the management of water on Molène island. 
Work achieved by sophomore students of Vauban high school as part of individualized 
tutoring in sophomore year.
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Reflecting on the feelings and actions of the High School 
WebTrotters’ project 

For students: 
• An involvement different from courses 
• More autonomy 
• More accountability 
• Personal work but also team work on the ground 
• Different restitution and evaluation 
• Skills that will be used in the academic path of the student sooner or later 
• Developing a notion of support (e.g. in the final stages of drafting, editing or sound ... 

those who have completed just helped the others) 
• Different behavior outside of school (the student becomes aware of the group and of 

the high school he represents) 

For teachers: 
• Different contact with students 
• Different expectations of teachers 
• Huge upstream work, rather long preparatory phase with the students on various 

aspects: 
• What questions? 
• Reading the picture 
• Notion of ethics (all disciplines) recalled 
• Research work (web), using hardware and software. 
• Make contact to arrange field trips 
• Frequent contacts within the teaching staff who support the project, and frequent 

contacts between the various schools participating in the WTproject 

Strengthening  social cohesion: 

• The class is diverse socially, not everyone has internet at home and family incomes 
can create differences (some with cameras, pocket cams, smartphones, editing 
software ...) the project erases the differences 

• The material used is sufficient (laptops, cameras ...) all have access 
•  No cost of participation (excluding travel), the project must be democratic, no 

discrimination 
• Mixing schools : The WT project involves students aged 15-18 from  grammar 

schools, technical and vocational schools 
• Finally we try to open up: the teaching staff, one site for high schools, an association 

that manages the hardware, support .... sharing, enriching, listening ...
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Evolution to the Web-TV: co-multimedia publication. 

The distribution of multimedia over the Internet is booming, driven by the development of 
broadband networks. For everyone to take ownership of these new modes of expression, we 
use an innovative type Médiablog Cooperative, where the "reporters" lay their own 
productions (made in a school setting) and to disseminate and share them (photographs or 
video), without specific technical knowledge. This is a feature that was missing in the web-
reporting ( http://trotteurs.ac-rennes.fr ) where the video document now becomes an 
indispensable complement to the more traditional article. 
 

Objectives: 

Expand access to multimedia tools of expression 

Valuing cultural diversity in other partner countries by promoting the sharing of digital video 
content over the Internet, thereby promoting the opening to the internationalization of Web-
trotting, with a twinning between Brest and Naples within the framework of a Comenius 
European project in 2009-11. 

Sensitize students to the theme of environmental education through the implementation of 
reports throughout the year. 

Ways: 

With the support of the city of Brest, in Brittany and many partner associations, we launched 
in early summer 2005, the development of a specific tool: the Cooperative Médiablog 
developed in free software. The project intended to promote the dissemination and sharing of 
multimedia documents on the Internet. Currently a trial is being conducted in 15 high schools 
in Brittany. A Franco-Italian interface has been developed for all mediablogs. An English 
version and Spanish version have also been  developed. 

http://www.mediablog-brest.net/ http://www.mediablog-brest.net/ 

4



The mediablog of Web-trotters’ high schools  

http://mediablog-brest.net/video_trotteriou/

Through this tool, the web-trotters offer multimedia documents which are finalized in 
a totally autonomous way. The posting is done only after approval by an editorial 
board. 
The reports are categorized according to the projects and events covered. 

Examples: Web-TV Brest-Napoli 

Reports on superstitions 

Guided tour of Pompeii by students of St. 
Paolo High School 

 Interview: The local elections seen by the 
students of Caccioppoli  

5

http://mediablog-brest.net/video_trotteriou/


The mediablog of the Franco-Italian Art of difference: 

 http://www.mediablog-brest.net/artsofdifference/ 

Co-publication of multimedia documents on the theme of management and resolution of 
social and cultural conflicts in schools. The multilingual interface (French, Italian, English,  
Spanish) was adapted to the evolution of the project.
 
Examples: 

Excerpts of the meeting organized by Silvana (May 2011) in the project Arts of Difference  at 
Vauban  High School (Brest) are visible on the mediablog or activities with high school 
students of Francesco de Scantis (Naples) around the use of multimedia in the classroom 
(October 2010) 

  Communicating   
Session led by Silvana Giannotti with 
sophomore students from Vauban high 
school.  Translation Daniele Guillou.  Brest - 
May 2011  

What attitude toward the  conflict ?  Session 
led by Silvana Giannotti with sophomore 
students from Vauban high school. 
Translation Daniele Guillou.  Brest - May 
2011  

Use of multimedia tools Interviewing: Work 
done by students from Francesco de Sanctis 
high school of Naples on "conflict 
management". Collaboration with the Vauban 
high school in Brest. 
Naples - October 2010 - 
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The "Web-trotters" project and "The Art of difference" project: 

Using multimedia in the classroom allows us to deepen some concepts, develop their views 
and feed a presentation around a problem, as in our case, the emotional education for conflict 
resolution. 

The terms of capturing the image and sound, especially in interviews, were voluntarily made 
from basic technical means such as pocket-cams or smart phones to make them accessible and 
reproducible with reduced financial means. 

This multimedia approach that involves students in a relatively autonomous  way, helps 
maintain interest, motivation and sensitivity to bring out even a talent. 

The sharing of documents published through a co-publishing tool is also a factor for social 
cohesion. It allows every student, whatever their origins, to express themselves in their own 
way. This international cooperation has also been a great factor of cultural openness. 

The effects of the Arts of Difference project 

Through the links established by the Comenius project "The Art of Difference" in May 2011, 
18 sophomore students from Vauban High School head for Naples for a week of reports in the 
Neapolitan region. A Franco-Italian collaboration established with the support of the city of 
Brest and the Brittany Regional Council (Karta Project) within the frame of high school web-
trotters. 

 On the agenda: the city of Naples and its peculiarities, at the foot of the Vesuvius, Pompeii, 
Procida , a small island of fishermen and close to Sorrente, Capri. 
The reports are in collaboration with local high schools (Caccioppoli High School of Naples 
and San Paolo High School of Sorrente). Shooting and editing are done by French students, 
piloting and on-site reviews by Italian students. Students communicate in Italian, French and / 
or English. 

This excellent international collaboration between three schools has led to very enriching 
exchanges and a mutual discovery of cultural practices and sensitivities of two regions 
(Brittany and Campania). 

 Thirty short video reports have been published on the French-Italian Web-TV, a tool for 
cultural openness, social cohesion and multilingual cooperation. 
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The role of the Centre for Documentation and Information (CDI) in 
Vauban high school educational projects. 

School libraries in the French school system: 
• By 1952: The importance of the use of documents in the learning process is 

emphasized, and the Ministry of Education encourages the development of library 
services in the first and second degree 

• From 1974: All schools and colleges are gradually filled in Centres for Documentation 
and Information [CDI] offering users a fund involving both educational resources, 
fiction and nonfiction books 

• 1986: Publication of a circular letter that defines the status, role and tasks of the 
teacher librarian (three main areas: organization and management of CDI - 
communication and cultural openness- education) 

• 1990: Creation of documentation diploma; affirmation of the educational role of the 
teacher librarian 

(See Knowledge CDI: Focus on Europe)   http://www.cndp.fr/savoirscdi/   

The CDI of  Lycée Vauban and educational partnerships: 

The CDI figures: open 42 hours / week, more than 13 000 documents; three separate 
workspaces, 18 computer stations in a network. 

(See  Lycée Vauban site: Introduction to CDI) http://www.lycee-vauban-brest.ac-rennes.fr/
 
It is essential for librarians to be well integrated into the teaching staff to organize info-
documentary activities offered to students. 
For many years the teacher-librarians have been working with many teachers and the different 
partners of the school institution. 

The sessions which are held at the CDI comprise both reading, methodological assistance, 
education for citizenship, careers education, cultural and international awareness; they are 
mostly aimed at sophomore students who benefit from specific times (individualized tutoring) 
and do not have the stress of exams. 
 
The "Web-trotters" project and "The Art of difference" project: 

- As part of the web-trotter project, students regularly come to the CDI to conduct research 
related to the topics to be discussed in the reports. The interventions of teacher librarians are 
designed to help students be more independent by giving them the means to use more 
appropriately documentary multi-media tools. 
- The Arts of difference project, initiated in 2009 and based on the sharing of expertise 
between teachers from Brest and Naples, enabled the sharing of practice on managing conflict 
and the use of ICT. 
 - These exchanges have also promoted the implementation of partnerships with high schools 
in the Naples area. Thus, in May 2011, a group of 18 students took part in an educational trip 
to Campania, prepared and supervised by the teachers involved in the web-trotters project and 
the librarian. 

 Various reports have been made in collaboration with local high schools: Cacciopoli in 
Naples, Sorrente and San Paolo. A discovery of Italy highly appreciated by students: an 
exchange that could be renewed in the years to come. 
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